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drowned himself at the age of seventeen, another "became
insane. The brothers passed the years of their childhood
in a gloomy dwelling with enormous rooms, into which
a ray of sunshine rarely penetrated.

Franz was an omnivorous reader from a very early age.
A story of the martyrdom of the saints, which fell into his
hands at a country place, awakened in him the desire to
become a priest and rival their heroism in suffering.
"When I returned to town," he relates, "I got myself a
priestly robe made of yellow paper, and read mass, my
oldest brother gladly acting as my assistant. I preached
leaning over the back of a chair, our old cook, who lis-
tened very devoutly to my nonsense, being my only
audience. She was also the only listener I had when I
played on the piano, but she cared for one piece only,
which she asked me to play again and again. At that
time the execution of Louis XVI. was still fresh in every-
body's mind. Among other exercises I played a march,
which I was told had been performed at the execution, and
in the second part of which there was a run of an octave,
played with one finger, that was supposed to express the
drop of the guillotine's knife. The old woman always
wept copiously when I reached that passage, and could not
hear it often enough."

The children received scarcely any religious instruction.
"My father," he wrote, "had been, reared in the period of
Joseph II. and did not think much of religious exercises.
My mother attended mass every Sunday; she was followed
by a man-servant, who carried her prayer book; but we
children never entered church. I remember that later on,
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